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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
The Society of American Military Engineers 

(SAME) Meeting  
28 August 2008, 1130 

Moose Lodge 
Just North of Tudor on Arctic 

Executive Board Meeting 
29 August 2008, 0630 

Country Kitchen 
(Next to the Sheraton between Fifth and Sixth.) 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Monthly Meeting 

 
Society of American Military Engineers August 
Monthly Meeting will be Thursday, August 28, 1130 
to 1300 at the Anchorage Moose Lodge located just 
north of the corner of Arctic and Tudor.  Please 
RSVP no later than August 22 to Andy Larson at: 
andy@discoverydrilling.com. 

Guest Speaker 
The guest speaker for August will be Jace Johnson. 
Jace has been in the pollution response field in 
Alaska for over 11 years. Currently he is the Base 
Manager at the Navy Supervisor of Salvage's 
(SUPSALV) Emergency Ship Salvage Materials 
(ESSM) Base located at Fort Richardson. Jace will 
discuss SUPSALV's mission worldwide and 
describe the roles SUPSALV plays in supporting 
Department of Defense entities in Alaska. Jace will 

also describe equipment and response capabilities 
of ESSM Base Alaska. 
   

President’s Column 
 
 Believe it or not, summer is winding down.  
Kids are heading back to school and the state fair is 
right around the corner.  For SAME, the end of 
summer means it’s time to start thinking about the 
next major events for the Post.  Two of these events 
are elections for the next Post officers and the 
annual banquet in January.  Very shortly we’ll be 
looking for volunteers for both.  These are great 
opportunities to get to know others in our local 
engineering community and have a positive effect 
on the Post and the community in general.   
 
 The January banquet is the Post’s largest 
annual event and sets the tone for the coming year.  
It’s our opportunity to celebrate the scholarship and 
award winners and the banquet team always has a 
great time.  And believe it or not, it’s not as much 
work being on the banquet team as you’d think.  
There are lots of others to help carry the load, lots of 
experienced people to help guide the newcomers to 
the team, and some of the work has already been 
done.  The banquet is set for January 24 at the 
Egan Center.  While we are trying to get Fran Ulmer 
as the keynote speaker, this hasn’t been cemented 
yet, so please forward any ideas on another 
speaker, or entertainment, to a board member in 
case Ms. Ulmer can’t be scheduled. 
 
 Another great opportunity is serving as a 
board member. I know what you’re thinking...“That’s 
a bunch of old guys.”  Some, sure, but they’ve got a 
lot of experience and the board gets to do great 
things like providing financial assistance to worthy 
organizations on behalf of the Post, overseeing the 
mentoring program for UAA’s senior design class,  
and charting the course of the Post.  
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 If you’ve got ideas you think would make the Post 
stronger, being a board member is the place to be.  
If you’re interested, please contact Pat Coullahan, 
John Magee, Ted Trueblood or any other board 
member. 
 

Board of Directors (BOD) Meeting Minutes 
SAME, Anchorage Post 

 
Date/Time: 25 July 08/0630 
Location: Country Kitchen Restaurant 
Attendees: Mr. Kevin Thomas, Mr. Bill Kontess, Mr. 
John Magee, Mr. Robert Wrentmore, Mr. Ted 
Trueblood, Mr. Alan Quesnel, Mr. Skip Koch, Capt 
Matthew Albers. 
 
Not Present: Mr. Steve Schwicht, Mr. Bruce Steely, 
Mr. Tad Dean, Ms. Kathy Jacobson, Ms Kathy 
Gardner, Capt Matthew Anderson, Mr. George Herr, 
Mr. Andy Larson, Mr. Everett Mabry, Ms. Karen 
Padgett, Mr. Jamie Spell, Ms. Andrea Soland, Mr. 
Chris Turletes, Lt Col James Hodges, Maj Erik Sell, 
Capt Greg Mayer, Maj Bryan Erickson, Mr. Tim 
Gallagher, Mr. John Costello, Ms. Vivian Tokar, Mr. 
Patrick Coullahan, Mr. Craig Lance. 
 
Proceedings: 
- Mr. Kevin Thomas, Post President, opened the 
meeting at 0645.     
- Treasurer:  

 No treasurer’s report this month. 
- Programs:  Alan Quesnel 

 The August luncheon speaker was 
discussed.  Mr. Quesnel indicated that 
US Navy SUPSALV (Supervisor of 
Salvage) personnel may speak or BP 
representatives. 

- Other:   
PDHs for Monthly Meetings 
 Mr. Skip Koch passed out a sample sign-

in sheet to be used at the luncheons for 
the validation of PDHs.  The sheet 
includes a summary of the topic, the 
presenter, all attendees and needs to be 
signed by an attending PE.  The sheet 
also included a memo for formal 
documentation purposes. 

 The Board decided to store the 
completed sign-in sheets as PDF files on 
the Post webpage. 

 The sign-in sheets need to be kept for a 
minimum of four years to allow review by 
auditors.  A single Board member will be 
appointed to manage the sheets and 
track the PDH program.  

 The sign-in sheet and memo will not be 
signed if the responsible PE at the 
luncheon does not believe the topic is 
applicable to professional development.  
The Board decided that this does not 
mean that PDH style presentations 
should be sought, rather the luncheons 
will continue to focus on what is relevant 
and interesting to SAME members and 
when a briefing meets the general PDH 
guidelines a PDH sign-in sheet will be 
used. 

 It is the responsibility of individual 
members to verify the applicability of any 
PDHs received.  The Post cannot provide 
verification. 

- Golf Tournament:   
 Mr. Everett Mabry received a plaque and 

gift certificate at the monthly luncheon for 
his work on the tournaments over the 
years.  He raised approximately $100K in 
scholarship funds during his tenure. 

 The tournament raised approximately 
$9,000 this year for scholarships; the final 
total is not yet complete. 

 The trophy will be presented to the Michael 
Foster Company at the August luncheon. 

 
o Mr. Kevin Thomas, Post President, closed the 

BOD meeting at 0720 
 

Newsletter Sponsorship 
 
Sponsorship opportunities are available for the 
North Winds monthly newsletter.  All sponsors 
will have their name and logo on the front page 
of the Newsletter and up to a two page flyer 
attached to the North Winds.  New for 2008 all 
sponsors will be given five minutes at the 
monthly luncheon to pitch their firm. 
 
The North Winds Newsletter welcomes articles 
of interest and photos for the Newsletter.  Please 
submit articles and photos with captions 
concerning SAME activities to the editor by the 
20th of each month.  
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Officers 
President:  Lt Col Kevin Thomas 
kevin.thomas@elmendorf.af.mil    

 
552-4112 

1st VP:  Cathy Gardner 
gardnerk@alyeska-pipeline.comc.com   

 
787-8931 

2nd VP:  Allen Quesnel 
allen.quesnel@elmendorf.af.mil   

 
552-5222 

3rd  VP:  MAJ Bryan Erickson 
bryan.r.erickson.maj@poa02.usace.army.mil 753-2617 

Junior VP:  Vivian Tokar 
 Vivian.Tokar@CH2M.com 

 
646-0236 

Secretary: Capt Matthew Albers 
matthew.albers@elmendorf.af.mil 

 
552-5058 

Treasurer:  Ms. Kathy Jacobson 
kathyj@tnh-inc.com 

 
343-0248 

Board of Directors 
Col Stuart Hartford / stuart.hartford@elmendorf.af.mil 552-5183 

Col Kevin Wilson / kevin.j.wilson.col@poa02.usace.army.mil 753-2504 

MSgt George Buntin / george.bunting@elmendorf.af.mil 552-4331 

Mr. Pat Coullahan / patrick_coullahan@urscorp.com 261-6760 

Mr. George Herr / geoherr@aol.com 384-7557 

Mr. Bill Kontess / bkontess@kpb-alaska.com 770-4378 

Mr. Andy Larson / andy@discoverydrilling.com 344-6431 

Mr. Everett Mabry / everett.mabry@shawgrp.com 384-0182 

Mr. John K. Magee / jmagee@rmconsult.com 646-9656 

Mr. Steve Schwicht / sschwicht@DOWL.com 562-2000 

Mr. Ted Trueblood / tedt@tnh-inc.com 343-0215 

Mr. Chris Turletes / ancmt2@uaa.alaska.edu 786-6988 

Mr. Robert Wrentmore / wrentmore@gci.net 561-4400 

Mr. Tim Gallagher / tim.gallagher@hdrinc.com 644-2039 

Ms. Trish Opheen / 
patricia.s.opheen@poa02.usace.army.mil 

753-2662 

Mr. Craig Lance / Craig.B.Lance@usace.army.mil 753-2729 

Mr. Jamie Spell / James.Spell@elmendorf.af.mil 552-1741 

Mr. Tom York / Thomas.York@earthtech.com 770-0732 

Membership: Maj Erik Sell / Erik.sell@elmendorf.af.mil  
552-9642 

Web Master:  Mr. Tad Dean / 
webmaster@sameanchorage.org 

243-6300 

Ms. Virginia Talley, Director Emeritus 

 
All members should check the web page to verify 
your email address is correct at: 
www.same.org/custom/postrosters 

Sustaining Members 
 

AERO-METRIC, Inc. 
AMEC Earth & Environmental 

Anchorage Municipal Light & Power 
ASCG, Inc. 

BEM Systems Inc. 
Brice Incorporated 

Bristol Design Build Services 
Bristol Environmental & Engineering 

  Services Corporation 
CH2M HILL 

Clarus Technologies LLC 
Cornerstone General Contractors 

Davis Constructors & Engineers Inc. 
Dihthaad Global Services LLC 

Dowl Engineers and Alaska Test Lab 
EA Engineering Science and Technology 

Earth Tech, Inc 
Ecology and Environment, Inc. 

EHS Alaska Inc. 
ENSR International 

Enterprise Engineering, Inc. 
GeoEngineers, Inc. 
Hart Crowser Inc. 
HDR Alaska, Inc. 

HNTB 
JACOBS 

KBR 
Kiewit Building Group 
Kiewit Federal Group 

Koonce Pfeffer Bettis Inc. 
Land Design North 

MACTEC Engineering & Consulting 
Marsh Creek Government Service LLC 

MBA Consulting Engineers 
Meridian Management Inc. 
Michael Baker Corporation 

Michael L. Foster & Associates 
MWH 

NANA Pacific LLC 
Neeser Construction, Inc. 

North Wind, Inc. 
Pacific Rim Logistics Inc. 

Parsons Brinckerhoff 
PDC Engineers 
PND Engineers 

R & M Consultants 
Reid Middleton, Inc. 

RIM Architects 
RISE Alaska, LLC 

RSA Engineering, Inc 
Satori Group, Inc. 

SGS Environmental Services, Inc. 
Shannon & Wilson, Inc. 
The Shaw Group, Inc. 

Tatitlek Management Inc.. 
Tryck Nyman Hayes, Inc. 

URS Corporation 
USKH, Inc. 

Watterson Construction Company 
WESTON Solutions, Inc. 
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Your North Winds Newsletter is published by: 

 
235 East 8th, Suite 210 

Anchorage, AK 99501 

Newsletter Editor:  Ms. Kris Ivarson 
 

kivarson@northwind-inc.com 
 

Phone:  (907) 277-5488 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Post Mailing Address: 

S.A.M.E. 
P.O. Box 6149 

Elmendorf AFB, AK  99506-6149 

Post website: 
http://www.sameanchorage.org

 


